CONSTRUCTION

Coming home

Following substantial fire damage to Mayor Michael

Coleman’ home, the salvaging, rebuilding and

remodeling began. Eight months later; he and his

family were able to move back in.

fter an October 2001 [ire drove

Columbus Mayor Michael

Colerman’s family from their

Berwick home, they could have

bought another house—but they
weren't ready to part with this one. So
Coleman and his wife, Frankie, decided
Lo stay. Frankie Colemarn says they're
not so much renovating as restoring the
house back to its (nearly) original state,
with a few changes: an addition to the
south end of the house for a new family
room, vaulted ceilings and mahogany
floors and—surprise—a kitchen that’s
smaller than the original,

The Colemans considered several
contractors before choosing Hilliard
based George Thomas Contractor Inc.
(GTCI). "The best advice we got from
others who had gone through this is to
gowith someone who has experience
in firc reconstruction and restoration,
hecause they can have a totally different
approach to restoration and rebuilding
than a general contractor,” [Frankie
Coleman says. The 28-year-old company
handles 300 to 400 jobs a year, says
company president and CEQ George
Thomas. Mosl of those involve damages
from vandalism, weather and of course,
fire, which comprises about 70 percent
of the company’s projects.

Along the east side of the Colemans’
four-bedroom, three-and-a-half-bath
ranch home are the living room, dining
room, laundry room and half bath, a
kitchen surrounded by a hardwood
walkway, a new family room and a new
garage. Along the opposite, shorter wing
are the bedrooms and bathrooms. In the
front connecting piece parallel to the
street are the front door, a great room
wilh a sunken stone fireplace, an office
arca with built-in bookshelves and sliding
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George Thomas, president and CIO of Gearge Thomas Coniracior Inc., i fronl of his
company’s logo in tts Hilliard-based offices. GTCI whi

specializes in fire and damage

rastoration, gutted and rebuilt Magjor Michael Coleman’s house afler o five vn October 2001,

glass doors that open onto the oulside
courtyard with plantings and seating.
The finished basement includes a weight.
room.

The new family room added about
348 square feel to the house, which is
now roughly 6,000 square feet, including
the finished lower level. The new garage
was pushed 12 feet south, farther away
from the street, to accommodate the new
Farnily room.

The early-morning house fire drove
out the mayor, Frankie, their son.J.1.,
then a junior in high school at the time,
and the family’s white German shepherd
mix, Missy. The Colemans’ oldest child,
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Kimberly, was living in Chicago, and
son Justin was away at college.

The fire, later determined by
investigators Lo be electrical, started in
the ceiling above the garage and traveled
between the ceiling and the roof down
the entire length of the east side ol the
house. The kilechen and the garage,
including Frankic’s car, were a total loss.
“You wouldn't have even known it wasa
kitchen, because the whole ceiling was
completely lallen,” she says.

Though the Colernan kitchen and
garage sustained the heaviest damage
and had to he torn down, the entire
house had to be gutted, says Thomas.
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That meant removing the drywall and all
the flooring to get al, the smoke and fire
smell in the wood, even in the bedrooms,
localed on the opposite side of the home.
“What the house looked like when we
were done was someaone had just framed
it... nothing else was there,” he says.

Thormas estimates that 60 to 70
percent of the roof was damaged, and
the entire roof had to be replaced. Most
of the house “was cilher heavily smoked
or waler damaged. .. . It was avery
exlensive loss, around a third of a
million” in structural damage alone, he
SAVs.

Afterthe fire, GTCI put a tarp over
the holes in the roof created by the fire
or by firefighters cutting a vent. Once
inspections, insurance adjustments and
permits were i order, work on the
Coleman house began in January 2002,

The bedrooms were the only parls of
the house that were relatively unscathed.
“It was really the only part of the
structure thal we were able to salvage in
terms of wood structure,” Thomas says.
“The plywood sheeting over the bedroom
areas was OK, but all of the roof on the
entire house had to come off, obviously,
Lo match.”

The Colemans’ furniture, clothing and
other items—just about evervthing in the
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house that might be salvageable—were
taken care of by Restoril Cleaning
Specialists, a division of GTCI that
inventories, cleans and stores property
from house fires. Furniture, mattresses
and other items that can be saved are
cleaned, then pul in the company’s ozone
roomn to remove the odors. The process
pairs ozone, a positively charged particle,
and the carbon in soot, which is
negatively charged. [lems are put in a
room thal's heated up enough to get
charged particles moving, about 90 10 95
degrees, for 24 hours. “The particles are
more active al a higher temperature,”

Thomas says. “The ozone will bind to that
[odor] molecule and neutralize it.” Then
an exhaust fan takes out the odors.
Restorit also has portable units so they
can remove fire and smoke odors on-site.

In the Colemans’ case, however,
“They had a lot of damage and weren't
able to save too much,” excepl weights
and stereo equipment, Thomas says.

he Colemans renovated the house

substantially when they bought it in

1993, As with many homes built in
the "60s (and prior to that), the garage
was not attached to the house. One of the
first projects after the family bought the
house was knocking out a back wall and
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connecting the house with the garage,
cffectively adding 10 feet of extra
kitchen space. “Our kitchen was the
largest room in our house,” Coleman
SayS.

This time around, the Colemans
added 12 feet of space to that 10 feet and
pushed the garage back, to creale a 22-
by-29-foot family roorm between the
kitchen and the garage. “We reduced
what [ call the central kitchen. [ sort of
shortened my kitchen and made my
cooking area alitile smaller,” says
Coleman. “That gave us a chance toadd a
little bit more space to our family room.”

The new space provides a gathering
room that’s close to the kilehen, yet out
of the cook’s way. “When evervbody
comes, no matter whether it's friends of
our kids or family members or whoever,
they always stayed in the kilchen, Never
left the kitchen arca,” Coleman says.
“That's where we spend our tirme when
we're in the house, so that's why we
decided to add a little more space for the
lamily room, so il would be right at the
kilchen.”

One new feature is a curved granite
countertop, 42 inches high and nine leet
long, with bar stool sealing thal faces
into the kitchen, Now, visitors can sit
and use the countertop without being in







